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ST. JAMES' CHURCH OF KINGSESSING, Philadelphia, Philadelphia 
County, Pennsylvania 


The congregation that eventually became known as 
St. James' Church was organized in 1760. The church 
building, erected in 1762, is reportedly the sixth oldest 
church building in the City of Philadelphia. In 1844, 
St. James' Church became the first of three Swedish churches 
in Pennsylvania to become officially affiliated with the 
diocese. Referral may be made to Pages K-4 through K-6 
for a more detailed history of the congregation and a 
description of the church properties. 


THE CHURCH NEIGHBORHOOD 


St. James' Church of Kingsessing ministers to the 
Southwest Philadelphia area. For the purposes of this 
Study, an arbitrary parish area has been assigned, comprising 
Census Tracts PH-40B, C, F, G, H, I, and K. St. James' 
Church is located in Census Tract 40-G. The 1960 
population of this arbitrarily assigned parish area was 
40,794 persons. 


With the exception of Census Tract 40-H, no statistics 
were available on the population of the census tracts 
in the parish area in 1950. Of the 5,805 persons in 
Census Tract 40-G in 1960, 28.2% comprised children 14 
years of age and under, 10.5% included adults 65 years 
of age and over, and 13.7% was non-white. The 
following chart offers additional information on the 
population characteristics of the parish area. Note that 
children 14 years of age and under comprised more than 
one-fourth of the total population. The concentration 
of adults 65 years of age and over was highest in Census 
Tracts 40-B and 40-G. Non-whites were concentrated in 
Census Tracts 40-G and 40-H. The median family income was 
highest in Census Tract 40-F and lowest in 40-G. 
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CENSUS POPULATION % % % % 
TRACT 1950 1960 Change 14 8 65 £ Non-White 
E Under Over 
PH-40G NA 5,805 =.. 28.2 10,5 13.1 
40-B NA 5,556 = 26.0 14.2 0,2 
40-C NA 9,501 Ser 28.0 8,2 0.1 
40-F NA 5,367 -—- 26.6 9,0 Quid 
40-H 5,749 5,780 0.5 28.7 9.9 LOLI 
40-1 NA 5,276 --- 27.6 9.0 ll 
40-K NA 3,509 --- 3143 6.2 4.3 
Totals: 40,794 4.0 
CENSUS NON-WHITE 
TRACT POP. 26 Residence Bis Median 
1950 1960 Change 1960 Ricans Family 
Same As 1955 60 Income 
Percent 
PH-40G NA 795 ---— 62.3 E7 $5,792 
40-B NA 12 -—— 69.2 4 6,049 
40-C NA 14 === 67.7 8 6,251. 
40-F NA 7 =- 78.4 0 6,598 
40-H 430 585 36.0 68.1 Q 6,185 
40-1 NA 60 =- 76.9 0 6,380 
40-K NA 152 --- 56.0 0 6,396 
Totals: 1,618 29 = 
0.07% of 
total pop. 


The United States Census Bureau provides information 
regarding the educational level of adults 25 years of age 
and over in this arbitrarily assigned parish area. In 
Census Tract 40-G, 17.9% of the 1960 population were high 
school graduates, 3.7% had received from one to three 
years of college training, and 2.3% were college graduates. 
The median educational level of the population of this 
census tract was 9.0 years. The median age for males was 30.5 
years and the median age for females was 32.6 years. 
Similar information regarding the population of the additional 
census tracts in the parish area may be obtained from the 
following chart. Characteristic of the data is the 
fact that college trained individuals comprised a small 
percentage of the population. Census Tract 40-F had the 
highest median age for males, while 40-B had the highest median 
age for females. 


SUA 


MHH:st 
PH-55 CENSUS EDUCATION OF ADULTS 
P.2-A TRACT 25 YRS OF AGE AND OVER 
% % % Median Median Age 
H.S. College College Edc. M. Pa 
Grad. l-3 Yrs. Grad. 
PH-40G 17.9 3.7 2:3 9.0 30.5 32.6 
40-B 17.4 3.9 Js 9.2 3043 375.7 
40-C 16.4 Zl 1.9 8.9 31:6 32.4 
40-F 2049 21 1.4 9.3 32.9 355 
40-H 285.9 3.2 4.1 9.6 29.6 34.2 
40-I 22.0 Il Led 925 326 33.6 
40-K 22.2 2.0 1.4 9.6 29.2 29.7 
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As mentioned earlier, the 1960 population of this 
assigned parish area was 40,794 persons. Of this 

number, 851, or 2.1%, were oriented to the Episcopal 
Church. Of the Episcopal population, 701 persons, 

or 82.4%, were members of St. James' 

Church. The highest number of Episcopalians were 
concentrated in Census Tracts 40-F, G, and H. Membership 
in St. James' Church was also highest in these census 
tracts. Approximately 50.4% of the mapped membership of 
1,386 persons resided within the arbitrarily assigned parish 
area. Additional information may be obtained from the 
following chart. 


CENSUS TOTAL TOTAL % OF TOTAL % % 
TRACT POP. EPIS. POP. PARISH EPIS. PARISH 
EPIS, MEMB. MEMB. MEMB. 

PH-40G 5,805 180 3.1 E71 95.0 12.2 
40-B 5556. | 122 2.2 99 81.1 7.1 
40-C 9,501 92 1.0 65 70.7 4.7 
40-F 5,367 252 2.8 101 66.4 hed 
40-H 2730) LAT 1.9 98 88.3 7.0 
40-I 5,276. 1518 249 137 90.7 9.9 
40-K 3,509 43 L2 30 71.4 242 
Totals: 40,794 851 Diet 701 82.4 50.4 


The public and private schools as well as other 
religious denominations that are located within the 
church neighborhood are listed on Pages K-1 through K-3 
of the Church Self-Study Form. 
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THE CHURCH PROGRAM 


A detailed presentation of the parish program appears 
in the Church Self-Study Form which has been reproduced 
and included in this Study for closer consideration. 
Certain aspects of the church's program have been 
selected for comments in the last section of this report 
entitled Discussion and Recommendations. In order to 
avoid duplication, these aspects will not be commented upon 
at this time. While the last section of this report is 
being reviewed by members of the congregation, reference 
Should be made to the particular section or sections of the 
Church, Self-Study Form being commented upon. 


GENERAL DIVISION OF RESEARCH AND FIELD STUDY 
Episcopal Church Center 
815 Second Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10017 


Date Nevember 19, 1964 


CHURCH SELF-STUDY FORM 


I. "EIS Church St. James Church of Kingsessing 
Street 6838 Weodland Avenue City Philadelphia 
County Philadelphia Diocese Pennsylvania 
Parish or Mission Parish State _ Pennsylvania 


II. 


What geographic area does this church serve? 
Seuthwest Philadelphia E 


—————— —— M —— I — ——— M —— 
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THE CHURCH NEIGHBORHOOD 


A. The church is located in a section of the city which is occupied by: 
Downtown commercial uses Industrial uses X Apartment dwellings few 
Rooming housessome Single-home dwellings X A college Military 


uses Other institutions rew heuses 


B. If more than one type is checked above, please clarify: 


A Eee ol Ail 
C. Is the church neighborhood changing in any way? Describe: 
Italian Americans moving inte vacated heuses. S v 


the neighborhood. 


D. The following schools are located within the church neighborhood : 


PUBLIC GRADESCHOOLS ADDRESS 
Comegys Scheel 52nd & Greenway Avenue 
Jeseph W. Catherine 66th & Chester Avenue 
Lengstreth Scheel 58th & Willews Avenue 
John M. Pattersen 70th € Buist Avenue 
Mitchell Scheel 56th & Kingsessing Avenue 
Themas G. Morten 63rd % Elmwood Avenue 
Wolf Scheel ist & Lyens Avenue 


PUBLIC JUNIOR AND SENIOR 
HIGH SCHOOLS 
Tilden Junior High Scheel 


Shaw Junier High School 


John Bartram High School 


PRIVATE OR PAROCHIAL NURSERY SCHOOLS 


Pillar ef Fire Private School 


PRIVATE OR PAROCHIAL GRADE SCHOOLS 
Geod Shepherd 
Most Blessed Sacrament 

St. Barnabas 

St. Clement 

t. Mary ef Czestochowa 

Our Lady of Leretto 

. Raphae. 


| 
| 


PRIVATE OR PAROCHIAL JUNIOR AND SENIOR 


HIGH SCHOOLS 


A 
wo 


ADDRESS 
66th & Elmweed Avenue 


54th & Warringten Avenue 


67th & Wlmweed Avenue 


ADDRESS 


42nd & Baltimere Avenue 


ADDRESS 
66th & Chester Avenue 
56th & Kingsessing Avenue 
4th & Buist Avenue 
72nd & Paschall Avenue 
59th « Elmweod Avenue 


63td & Grays Avenue 
nicum Avenue 


| 


ADDRESS 


ADDRESS 


E. The following churches are located within the church neighborhood: 


OF CHURCH AND DENOMINATION 
Woodland Avenue United Presbyterian 


Seuthwestern Presbyterian 
Meunt Calvery Presbyterian 
Faith Presbyterian 

Sileam Methedist 

Clearview Methodist 

Oliver - Bethany Methedist 
Woodland Baptist 

Paschall Baptist (Negro) 
Karmel United Church ef Christ 


Prichard Memorial Lutheram 


Emmanuel Bible Fellewship 
Union Chapel 
St. Barnabas Reman Catholic 


St. Clement Reman Catholic 


Geed Shepherd Reman Catholic 
(Pelish) 
St. Mary of Czectechowa Reman Catholic 


Our Lady of Lerete R.C. 


Italian 


ADDRESS 


66th & Woodland Avenue 


70th £ Buist Avenue 


77th & Lyens Avenue 


62nd & Lindbergh Blvd. 
Woodland Ave. & 70th Street 


76th & Buist Avenue 


63rd & Grays Avenue 
65th & Gesner Sts. 


Tlst & Yocum Sts. 


Se e 


72nd & Elmweed Avenue 


———————————————— 


63rd & Elmweed Avenue 


6422 Dickens Avenue 
73rd & Elmweed Avenue 


64th & Buist Avenue 


7lst & Weodland Avenue 


ee eee 


67th & 


| 
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63rd & Grays Avenue 
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III. HISTORY OF THE CONGREGATION 


Please write out a short history of this congregation. How was the 
work started? Give the important dates and events. 


n that became St. James Church was erganized in the year ef Our 


The Cengregatio 


Lord 1760. There is ne knewn record of the meeting place prior te the erection 
of the Church in 1762. The land eccupied by the new edifice had been the pro- 
perty ef "Andrew Justis ef M11 Creek humdred in the ceunty of New Castle upen 


Delaware." There were three acres in the original Churchyard which, threughY 


subsequent purchases, has been increased te its present size; ever five acres eccupy- 


ng the entire city square 68th te 69th street, Woedland Avenue te Paschall Ave. 


_ ing the entire city square 68th te 69th 111 1 -=-==— 


he indenture reads, "Andrew Justis...did grant and cenfirm unte said Henry 


_ The indenture reads, "Andrew Justis...di0 grant and senci o — ]— 
Muhlenberg, James coultas, William Bien, Zachariah Cecks, Ephrath Ellis, Matthias 


Sitsillis, Geerge Merton, Andrew Urian, Swan Culin, Jehn Tayler, Geerge Granthum 


.Bitsillis, seergo Ax ________ == 


nd Seth Themas---their heirs and assigns/ in trust and te the intent and purpose 


_ and Seth Themas-—their heirs and asen === 


hat the said piece er parcell ef land...shall forever remain and be continued fer the 


_ that the said piece er parcell ef land.. shal” “i  -————— 
use, benefit and beheef of a Lutheran Chruch thereafter te be rected and te be 


fficigted and served in the English tengue by the Swedish Episcepal Lutheran 


__efficiated and served in the age ee 


(inister of Wiccace near the city ef Philadelphia..." 


_ Minister ef Wiccace near the city ef Philadelphia. ———————— 


he fellewing clergymen ef the Church ef Sweden served the Parish: 


____The fellewing clergymen ef the Umuron er umm —À 


Rev. C.M.Wran lisis cess sees «DB 1786 
Rev. Andreas GeeranSoM.ooooooooo.... 


Matthias Hultgrenee...- e oett 


X9 “1779-1786 
ester CSI In tine made use of the Liturgy ef the Episcopal Church, and preached 
in English. During his ministry, Dr. Collin had the assistance ef several clergy- 
men ef the Episcepal Church. Following his resignatien the Rev. Jehu Curtis Clay 

and Episcepal clergyman, became paster of "the United Lutheran Churches ef Wiccace, 
Kingsessing 


and Upper Merien." Since Mr. Clay's death these Episcepal clergymen have 


served St. James Church: 


Rev. C.S. Brinkles es eee ss e 1842-1848 Rev. S. Lerd GALbersoNo.....1893-1930 
ev. J.Brin oa -IS ev. V am He 1930-1941 
Rev. Charles A. Maisons... .1857-1893 Rev. James C. Gilbert.... JILI 


III. HISTORY OF THE CONGREGATION 


Please write out a short history of this congregation. How was the 
work started? Give the important dates and events. 


The fellewing data are of interest: 

St. James is the sixth eldest Chmrch building in Philadelphia, the eldest 
west ef the Schuylkill River. 

The first interment in the Church Yard accerding te eur cemetery recerds 
was that ef Jaceb Limceln whe departed this fe June 5, 1 age 44yrs. 


At the Annual Meeting in 1844, St. James became a member ef the Convention 
ef the Diocese ef Pennylvania, the first ef the three Swedish Churches in Penna. 
ea ate formally with the Pretestan lurch. E 


a parsenage. Demelished 1959. 
-Transepts, the Chancel and recessed Sanctuary were added. AS Vestry reem 
was included in this censtructien. December 7,1854, the Church was censecrated by 
e Rt. Rev. Alenze Petter, D.D. Bishep ef Penna. 
1855-The stene wakl en Darby Read ( new Weedland Ave.( was erected aleng the 
erigina urch Yard. er the wall was centinued te . T 
1859-The Sunday Scheel building was erected (new part of the Rectery) 
-The ene-stery ng & reet was censtructed. s ediface, te 
be used as a Day Scheel, was presented te the Cengregatior by Themas Sparks, ESQ. 
ene Fent was installed. 
1904-The Sparks Building was enlarged, te serve aS & Parish Heuse. 
The Sunday Scheel building was altered and made inte a Rectery. 
1911-1912-A Wreught Iren Fence, appreximately 1400 feet in length, enclesed 


e Church Yard aleng Street, Street, and Pascha venue. 
1931-A Garage was erected next te the Rectery. 
ement pavement was laid en a Sur walks berdering the Church Yard. 
1942-Under the directien ef Mr. Edwin Beggs, R.A. a plan ef re-deceration 
—was Inaugurated. The Chancel and Sanctuary furnishings (alse the reredes and ^ 
Palladian windew)were installed as part ef this plan. 
ZA twe manual Schanbz pipe ergan was installed in the Seu Tansepte 
1955-Carpet was laid in the aisles, Chancel and Sanctuary. 
-= S time werk is in progress te medernize the Parish House. 
After the cempletien ef this program it is planned te erect an addition te the 
—church ý replacing the present Vestry room. This addition will provide facilities 


fer the Altar My Guild, the Cheirs, the Vestry, and the Clergy. 


In the present Cengregatien there are ever 1500 baptized persens. The 
cenfirmed members tetal abeu , ef whem abeu are censidered active 


cemmunicants. 
A SS — = RE ERIS 
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IV. 


THE LOCAL CONGREGATION 


A. 


Church properties: 


1. Describe and give location of all land owned by the congregation, 
reporting the use of each parcel. 


Cemetery - 68th - 69th and Paschall Avenue 


2. Type of church building: Frame Brick Stone_X Other ž 
(type ) 


Describe the church building, giving number of sittings; condition 
of building; and improvements needed, with estimated cost: 


Capacity -- 450 te 500 


Fairly good condition, cest unknown - eriginal section erected 1762. 


Imprevements needed in Cheir Roem. Es 


Replacement Value $ 200,000 Amount of insurance carried $ 132,000 
3. Type of parish hall or house: Attached Separated X 3 
In basement of the church ; Frame Brick 
Stone X Other 
(type ) 


Describe, giving the number of rooms, the condition of the building, 
and improvements needed, with the estimated cost. 


Seven rooms, Building eutside in fairly geod condition, nmeds new 


PP AAA ri o rt peace det Tia a 


fleer in second floor auditerium. 


Replacement value $ 200,000 Amount of insurance carried $ 126,000 


4. Type of rectory or clergy house: Attached Separated X' 3 


Frame Brick Stone X Other 


(type) 


Describe, giving the number of rooms, the condition of this building, 
and improvements needed, with estimated cost. 


In good repair - needs regecorating - interior 10 reoms - pantry, 
sun porch, large hall - Front second floer used a vin 


E — M ——— 


Is it used as a clergy residence? yes If not, what use is made of 
the building? 


——————————————————— 


n 


Replacement value: $50,000 Insurance carried: $ 35,000 
5. Describe all other buildings owned or used by the congregation, giving 
(a) type of construction; (b) number of rooms; (c) condition; 


(d) improvements needed and estimated cost; (e) replacement value; 
(£) amount of insurance carried; and (g) present use. 


AAA MM á— 


Twe car garage, Stone - geed condition. Used as garage - 000 


insurance - Used alse fer storing cemetery and lawn equipment. 


A (SEE 
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B. Membership (secure from parish records): 


1. 


3. 


Number of church families: Total number _ 370 
Number of individuals not in families 255 
Baptized membership Communicants Church School 


1950 1960 Now 1950 1960 Now 1950 1960 Now 


1500 1400 1200 840 800 750 500 420 370 


Number of baptized members ago ago ago ago JOR 
who were removed from the 


parish list 9 4 _16 2 
Number of baptized members 
who were added to the 
parish list 57 71 65 LT. ne 
Communicants added: 
By confirmation from 
Episcopal families 35 27 27 29 24 
By confirmation from 
other Churches 13 6 3 ru BUE 
By reception from other 
Churches 5 1 3 1 1 
By baptism and confirma- 
tion from no church 1 
Total 53 34 33 40 22 
Attendance: 
Number of communicants who attended regularly last year 350 
Number of communicants who attended occasionally 400 
Number who did not attenc last year, but lived in the 
community 300 
Number of communicants who did not live in the community, 
but were on the parish records, not transferred 75 
How many persons attended the last annual business meeting? 70 
K-7 


V. WORSHIP 
A. List schedule of regular Sunday services, including church school: 


ATTENDANCE (Adults € Children)* 
TYPE OF SERVICE HOUR LOW AVERAGE HIGH 


TYPE OF SERVICE A oi 
Hely Communien 8:15AM 
Family Service (Hely Communion or Merning Prayer 9:30AM 


Merning Prayer 11:00AM 
Holy Communion first Sunday 1j. 1 
Litany Third Sunday said a 


NA A A A pA C 


AAA A — ———— T 


*Use figures from Church Service hegister 


B. Weekday services: 
ATTENDANCE* 
TYPE OF SERVICE DAY AND HOUR LOW AVERAGE HIGH 


TYPE OF SERVICE .— 1 (1 DAY AND HOUR 4m AAA HA 


Hely Cemmunion en special days 10:00AM 


O Evening Prayer - Wed. in Lent 8:00PM 


Children's Service -Wed. in Lent 4:00PM 


A A A AAA Se 


*Use figures from the Church Service Register 
C. Special services or missions held during the average year (including Lent): 
eg o — 
Wednesday Evenings during Lent - Annual Lucia Fest - Thanksgiving Service - 


Carel Service Sunday before Christmas 


ee eee ee 42 
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D. Number and nature of services in which this congregation participates 
with other Episcopal congregations. State average attendance from 
this congregation: 


Meeting of Cenvecation of West Phila. scheduled fer Octeber 29, 1964 
^ Evening Prayer (10 er 12 when the meeting is in other parish churches) 


O ECCO CREDE E ONU 


E. What experiments or adjustments have been made in changing the hours 
or the format of services? Comment on results: 


I tried Evening Celebration of Holy Communion the lst Sunday of each 
menth at 7:30PM - Average attendance - 15 to 20 persens. Discontinued. 


Nearly all could have come to the morning celebration, 


F. Additional information about Sunday services: 
1. Are birthdays, anniversaries , and the departed regularly remembered?_yes 
2. Is there a coffee or hospitality hour after any service? occasionally 


3. Is baby care provided during any service? yes - 9:30 and 11:00AM 


VI. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
A. Church School 


1. Registration and attendance 


a. Teachers and staff 41 
b. Students 344 
Total 385 


c. Lowest total classroom attendance during the past year 109 


d. Highest total classroom attendance during the past year (except 
for Christmas and Easter) 270 


e. Are absentee cards used? frequently teachers send cards or notes to 
absentees. 


f. How many months of the year is the church school in operation? , 12 


Eg. If teachers call on students in case of absence, or for other 


reasons, please give details. _teadhers de this veluntarily and 
occasionally in cases of illness or prelenged absences. 
mcd ee 
O 2. Worship schedule 
CLASS OR DEPARTMENT DAY HOUR DURATION LEADER 
Nursery -Babies te 2 yrs. Sun. 9:30AM no formal worship service 
Nursery -3 yr. olds |. —— Sun, 9:30AM about 10-15 Min. Teachers in chge. 
Kgtn to 3rd grade |. — Sun 9:30AM 10-15Minutes one ef teachers 
ith grade to adults — Sun 9:30AM $n: r te 40 min. rector and Sup. 
(3rd grade will come in to (service in church) plus add. lay- 
this service about end of Nov.) readers. 
rd Sun. in menth Sun. 9:30AM 1} hr. Hely Com. Service 
yala in meth y UT (entire session] AA 
a Se 
Summer Months - EXEBKK 9:30AM l hr. Lay Readers and Sup. 


r ocheo 
2 Ec 
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De 
CLASS 


Nursery A 


3rd Grade 


4th Grade 
4th Grade . 
5th Grade . 

5th Grade 
Oth Grade . 
Ath Grade . 

7th Grade 


7th Grade . 
8th Grade 


lOth Grade 


lOth Grade. 


llth & 12th Grade 
Parents & Adults 
Ladies Bible Class 


Instruction schedule 


REGISTRATION AGE 
8 (Baby-24) _ 
15 A. 
n, A 
16. Sm 
20. Jor. 
pl eis 
CTUM zi. 
S EU 
Ee. TIS 
G zo 
10 . 10. 
ES ELE 
12 LL 
ius i2. 
Sir 12 
i5 13. 
e 
abs, 14. 
10 
-H 15-16 
CSS 15-16 
2 16-18 
A — 
a5. == 


COURSE 
DURATION MATERIAL 
Infermal stories 
l Qr, &nd cenversation 
Epis. Fellewship series 
l hr. le 


l hr. 


Epis. Fellewship series 


All Things Bright & 
Beautiful 


zd pi A Lii Daher 
"m God TY with Us 
—+ r., The Lard Jesus .. 
bury- 
T God HIS Word & Ne 
Ged-fhetreater— 
LEA Many Messengers-Seabury 


Our Prayers % Praise 
ea - Keeping 
ie Gekeeast 
" n 


Th In The Church 


$ " 
Seabury -Sens £ Heirs 
The Son ef Ged 


" " 


We De ended te 


-nare than Warda. 
" n 


Seabury-Btrenght te 


REO O L T) Christian Courage 


" Lu 


AS 


a - , 
rust & Fa 
Ol = ef Our 
athers 
" 


" 
Seabury-Belief and 


Behavier - Te Know and 


Seabury-It's Your Cheice 
plus current topics 


Church's Teaching Series 


9:30 11 hr. Fiscussien en a portien 
ef the Bible. 


4. List the teaching aids used, including audio-visual material. 


oO F Beards in younger classes, Maps, flat pictures, filmstrips of Hely 
Service er particular Mission Field, eccasienal Film on Life ef Christ- 
at 
Nativity Tableaux WE Christmas - Flewering of the Cross at Easter. 


5. Describe the program for pre-school children. 


2 have very infermal program in a XKKKXiX Separate room 


Nursery 3yr olds have wership pregram and lessen (Stery, handiwerk and activity) 
n the 


Kindergarden-(2 classes -4yr elds & 5yr. elds) wership with ether prirary classes 
then have lessen, ndwerk and activ D 
6. Data on the teaching staff 


a. How are teachers recruited? Possible persons are asked by the Recter 
A EE 


er Director ef Refigious Fducatiem. 
AO er nerigleus Pauc 


X RR S OF RUNDEN EN 


b. Describe the way in which teachers are trained, giving the 


number of sessions, the leaders, etc. Monthly sessiens are held 


for Instruction in centent and discussien of method. Usually a special sessien - 
O finner meeting is held in the Fall for showing a movie and discussion - such as 


"Here and Now or a speaker and discussion. 


c. How are teachers assisted in the performance of their duties? 


Cenferences with the Director. Additional and supplemental material made 
avialable for teachers. 


C A RENDER 
A RM HERRERA UR 


d. Summary of teachers! backgrounds 


YEARS 
AGE Number | EDUCATION Number TEACHING Number 
19 years or less 2 Grade school 2 one 42 
20 to 29310 Junior high 2 two 7 
30 to 39- 10 Senior high 23 three 4 
1 to 3 years 
LO to 49 7 College z four 1 
50 years or more 6 College grad. 4 five 3 
e Graduate study 3 6 to 10 3 
Male 10 11 to 20 7 
Female 25. K-12 20 and over 


7. 


What problems does the church school have? _ Classes do not have 


individual class rooms. The time for class period for upper school is 


not leng enough. 


eE  — —— 


B. 


Vacation Church School -- NONE 

1. When is it held? 

2. For how long each day? 

3. What type of courses are taught? 
"€———— —— ———— —— — p 

4. How many children attend, usually? 

5. How many of these children are regular pupils of this congregation's 
church school? 

6. How many teachers are there? 


Released Time Program —- NONE 


1. 


2. 


When are classes held? 


What type of courses are taught? 


—————— 


How many of this congregation's chiliren attend? 


What is the relationship of the teachers to this congregation? 


————————— MC A EE. e 


i 


What is the relationship of the Released Time classes to the Christian 
education program of this congregation? 


a M 5 5 1 5 


Day School: If the congregation has a Jay school, please fill out the 
Parochial School Report Form and submit it with this report. 


E. Confirmation Instruction 


1. Children 
a. What is the usual age et) gonfimmation?ll-12 yr yrsb. How many 
¿Riza 
instruction sessions are Nn š Py How long is each session? 


l hour d. Who is the instructor? Begter ES Mat, Perrita ci on 


used? The Boek ef Common Prayer 
f. What is the relationship of the confirmation class material 


to the regular church school curriculum? Supplementary 


2. Adults 
a. How many sessions are held? 10 b. How long is each session? 


14 hrs. c. Who is the instructor? Rector d. What 


O material is used? Beek of Cemmen Prayer 
F. Adult Education 


1. List the general adult education program in the congregation, 
including Bible classes, parents! classes, discussion groups, etc. 


NUMBER OF NUMBER OF LENGTH OF 


NAME OF GROUP MEMBERS MEETINGS _MEETINGS _ INSTRUCTOR 
Adult Greup — meets at the time children are in their classes 
45 every Sunday 30-40Min. Mr. D. Apostolu (M.S.) 
=z o — A yestrymen £ Lay Rdr. 
Daughters of The King 15 ence a menth__ l} hrs, Rector 
Woman's Auxiliary 30 ence a menth__ 13 — Directer ef Rel, Ed 
Occasional Tnstructüán) 
Ladies Bible CJass . 30... weekly — . l hr, . Mrs, May Palmer — 
Lay Readers 5 4 times 13 hrs.  Recter 
EE té Be beLa a} Readers, er 


2. What Retreats, missions, Quiet Days, etc., have the members parti- 
cipated in during the last two years? Estimate the total number 
of participants. Jast mission was in 1961 - lst week of Lent - 


attendance 8PM averaged 180 - Total 4 nights --720 


MOREM A A ea 


3. What leader- and participant-training programs have been held in the 
last two years, such as the Indiana Plan, Parish Life Confarences, 
Missions, and Institutes? Estimate the total number of participants. 


NONE 


na — MM — 
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G. How can the Christian education program of this congregation be strengthened? 


O having another Clergyman en the staff. 


a a E 
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O VII. SUMMARY OF ORGANIZATIONS - Include, where applicable, vestry or bishop's 
committee, parish council, choirs, guilds, circles, ushers, acolytes (fo: 
men as well as boys), college work, etc. 
A. For Women - Figures are fer active communicant members 


l. Give the total number of adult women in the congregation. 2350 


2. Give the number of organizations for ac it women 5 Mcr T n 

3. Give the total active membership of ail these organizations. |, 
B. For Men 

1. Give the total number of adult men in the congregation. _200_ 

2. Give the number of organizations for adult men. 1... 

3. Give the total membership of all these organization: dE cu 


C. For Men and Women 


1. Give the number of organizations for men and women ee. 
2. Give the total active membership of all these organization: BO ka 
O D. For Girls in: grade school junior high high „chool 


1. Total number of girls 
2. Number of organizations 
3. Total active membership 
E. For Boys in: grade school junior high nigh schoo. 
1. Total number of boys 
2. Number of organizations 


3. Total active membership 


F, For Youth in: grade school junior high high school 
1. Number of organizations AN 
2. Total active membership 25 
O N.B. Please make a separate report for each individual organization, using the 


format on the following pages. 


TII. REPORT FOR INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATION 


Aie 


Name ^. JUNIOR ALTAR GUILD 
Total active memb:ers 3 Average attendance at meetings 3 
Number of meetings each month 1 Day and time of meetings Saturday 1:30PM 


- Why does this organization exist? 


To teach young confirmed girls to prepare the Altar for Communion Services 


and to teach them the various vestments, linens and colors used during the 


church year. It also teaches them the preper care and cleansing of Tinens. 


- From what group in the congregation are the members drawn? 


Young confirmed girls. 4 


Describe the worship and the educational program. 


Litany of the Altar, parayer before entering the Sanctuary - Teaching of 
the many duties concerning care ef the Communion vessels and linens. 
E id ae eee ed ge: 


eee 
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. Describe the other activities of the organization. 


None — — — 


————————.. 


————————————————————— 
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What are the major opportunities and problems of this organization? 
= ilis church and continue on — 
to the Chancel Guild 
— Problems - None 


. What can be done for greater effectiveness? 


Make the guild more widely known to enceura ze more girls to join. 
<A> M Un NEU, OM IUSLIORCORER 


Signed by: Mrs. Sarah Steveline Title: Directer 
== AAT IL Oe S NM S 


o... REPORT FOR INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATION 


A. 


Name YOUNG PEOPLES FELLOWSHIP HS 


Total active memb:ers__30 Average attendance at meetings 12-15 
Number of meetings each month_4 te 5 Day and time of meetings Sunday 7PM 


Why does this organization exist? 
This organization exists to give the young people an eppertunity to meet 
other young people and to worship God together. "Training the youth today 
builds a stronger church tomorrew." 


. From what group in the congregation are the members drawn? It is made up from 


the yeung people from ages 15 to 20 (approximately) 


. Describe the Ya and the educational program. 


V DUS ess 
is taken c care of we have discussiené en i varisus things Sonea se youth and 
the church. Speakers are also invited and we visit ether churches. 


. Describe the other activities of the organization. 


night eutings and hold car washes, have hay rides, etc, We visit other  . 
churches to see what they do different from us and attend tri-church meetings 
with neighborhood churches. 


. What are the major opportunities and problems of this organization? 


attendance is starting to fall and there are no new members to take their 
place. 


G. What can be done for greater effectiveness? 
Start a wide campaign to get new members. 
Signed by: Robert Gardner Title: President 


VIII. REPORT FOR INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATION 


An 


Name CHANCEL GUILD OF ST. JAMES OF KINGSESSING 
Total active memb:ers 28 Average attendance at meetings 10 


Number of meetings each month4 per year Day and time of meetings lst Tuesday 


. Why does this organization exist? 


To set up the Service for Communion and to attend te the needs of the 
Chokr; Also to buy linens and Paraments fer the church. _ 


A KK AA AA n — 


EDEN NNNM. 1o 


. From what group in the congregation are the members drawn? Female 


. Describe the worship and the educational program. 


Litney and Prayers 


. Describe the other activities of the organization. 


. A fancy table at one ef the suppers given by another group and a supper 
— now and then. 


. What are the major opportunities and problems of this organization? 


Te learn what goes on in preparatien of services. No Problems. 


e MM— 


A Č 


. What can be done for greater effectiveness? 


More members. 


nn MMMMMMM——— 
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Signed by: Mrs. Wilson Title: Vice Directer 


III. REPORT FOR INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATION 


V 


A. 


Name EPISCOPAL CHURCEWOMEN - AUXILIARY AFTERNOON 
Total active memb:ers 24 Average attendance at meetings 16 
Number of meetings each month 1 Day and time of meetings 2nd Thursday 


. Why does this organization exist? 


To assist with the church work in the Parish and to participate in the 
Mission werk of the Diecese and of the whole church. 


. From what group in the congregation are the members drawn? Adult women 


. Describe the worship and the educational program. 


W 
program follows suggested program of Episcopal Churchwemen. 


. Describe the other activities of the organization. 


Supper, bazaar to raise money te pay eur committments and social activities 


— to promote fellowship. 


. What are the major opportunities and problems of this organization? 


c ge ^" na 8 DOS a ang 2 
Opportunity - To enjoy a fuller life by participation. 


G. What can be done for greater effectiveness? 
Here, we need suggestions 
IM ARA AA VO A AAA A il 
Signed by: — Mary A, Moore Title: President om 


VIII. REPORT FOR INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATION 


A. Name CHURCH GUILD - ST. JAMES CHURCH OF KINGSESSING 


Total active memb:ers 45 Average attendance at meetings 30 E 
Number of meetings each month 2 Day and time of meetings Is Epa Monday 


B. Why does this organization exist? 
To work for the good, fer the betterment and for the support of the Parrish, 


C. From what group in the congregation are the members drawn? 
Female members of the parrish 


D. Describe the worship and the educational program. 
Speakers from Divinity Scheel and other affiliated greups. 


O E. Describe the other activities of the organization. 


Fund raising projects, such as suppers, bazaars and cake bakes. 


F. What are the major opportunities and problems of this organization? 
To premote sociability and fellowship among the members. 


G. What can be done for greater effectiveness? 


To encourage the younger members of the group to take a more active interest 
and assume the responsibilities of organization, 


Signed by: Mrs. Elmer Wilson Title: Secretary 


VIII. REPORT FOR INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATION 


A. Name TROOP #638 BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 
Total active memb:ers 15 Average attendance at meetings 12 
Number of meetings each month 4 Day and time of meetings Thursday '/:30PM 


B. Why does this organization exist? 


Community project. 


C. From what group in the congregation are the members drawn? Eleven year old 
boys and up. 


D. Describe the worship and the educational program. 
Our boys must have some church affiliation, 


O E. Describe the other activities of the organization. 
Sceuting in general (Camping, good turns, physical fitness, etc.) 


F. What are the major opportunities and problems of this organization? 
Training of boys for leadership and citizenship, 


AA ene 


AE 


G. What can be done for greater effectiveness? 


More leadership. ———M— 


ee 


or ae 


Signed by: Edward Northweed Title: Institutional Representative 


O 


A. 


. From what group in the congregation are the members drawn? 


VIII. REPORT FOR INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATION 


Name ACOLYTE'S GUILD 


Total active memb:ers 26 Average attendance at meetings 15 
Number of meetings each month every otherpa y and time of meetings Wednesday 


. Why does this organization exist? 


To provide Acolytes, Crucifers and Servers to assist the Rector during 
Church and Sunday School Services.  — 


Beys from eleven of 


. Describe the worship and the educational program. 


— Learn te participate in the Church Services, 


. Describe the other activities of the organization. 


It provides a means for boys working fer their "God and Country" Scout 
Awa 3 às AI 2 athedral a 


ard An annua D grimage s 
John's Cathedral in New York, 


F. What are the major opportunities and problems of this organization? 
To give the boys an oppertunity te take an active personal part in Church . 
worship and we hope they will continue and become lay readers or maybe some 
will become clergymen. 

G. What can be done for greater effectiveness? 

Signed by: JAMES COLSHER Title: DIRECTOR 
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Finance (cont'd) 
O 7. Is a thorough Every Member Canvass conducted each year? yes 


If yes, by mail or personal solicitation? personal Describe the 


training of the canvassers. ene meeting - in church methed used (i.e.) 


Leyalty Sunday - keeps visits te a minimum 


————.——————————————————————————— 


8. What other means of fund raising or stewardship education are used? 


ME) Pc AA 


9. If this is a mission or aided parish, what is the potential for self- 


support? NO 


10. Additional comments or information on finances: 
— Operating fairly well, small excess last year, Investment Income . 
supplements WXX receipts (Apprex. $200,00.00 invested) 


C. Travel: 
1. Does the priest have a car? Yes 
2. By whom is the car purchased? Priest X  Congregation Diocese. 
3. How much is the annual operating expense of the car, omitting deprecia- 
tion? $ 4. By whom is the operating expense paid: Priest _ 


5. How much does the local congregation pay? _ NONE Ts 


6. Average number of miles travelei per month on church business 


XI. CHRISTIAN EVANGELISM AND VISITATION 


O A. Clergy pastoral calling during the past year by rector or vicar:* 
‘NUMBER OF CALLS PER WEEK 
TYPE OF CALL LOW AVERAGE HIGH 
1. Family or routine parish 12 25 (feu oglis ig this 
category 
2. Sick or emergency 12 25 
3. Calls for other purposes 12 25 


4. Time set aside for pastoral calling: 


5. How do the clergy organize their parish calling? 


6. How do the clergy organize their calling on the unchurched and newcomers? 


As I learn of newcemers et al I visit as soon as convenient 


Counseling, 
7. Time spent in pastoral counseling (average hours per week) 4-6 hrs. preparetien 
e 
3 * Weddings * 
# Please give similar information, separately, for other clergy. Menor hatter 


B. Lay calling: 
1. Describe the Zone or Neighborhood Organization. 
Daughters ef The King - Several Women ( whe are not organized fer the 


purpose) visit shut-ins. 


2. Describe the program of lay pastoral visitation, including the 
number of participants and the time spent. 


Daughters ef The King - sPeradic visiting of new-comers and certain 


O W er arly visit the sick in nursing homes and in právate 


K-25 


XII. 


3. Describe the program of lay evangelism (including the congre- 
gation's approach to newcomers and to the unchurched), giving the 
number of participants and the amount of time. 


Ne organized pregram 


——— OA en 
A M —— Ae oues 


A M ra M— ——MM MÀ MÀ M 


L. How are newcomers integrated into the life of this congregation? 


Recter's visit; Invitatiens to jein organizations 


-nah a A E A 
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5. Describe any religious census of the area made by the congregation 
itself or with other churches during the last ten years. 


The last — an interdenominatienal effort in the community 


about 1955. = 


A A eE nc: 


COMMUNICATIONS 


A. 


B. 


C. 


D. 


* 
ibe 


What use is made of the press? _ News releases and advertisements. 


POO ea 


What use is made of radio and/or television? NONE 


A A UTI LU ARE EE EE EE 


“hat use is made of the U.S. Mail? _ Regular precancelled letters 


A ne 


Describe the regular publications which are mailed or distributed, 
including Sunday bulletins, parish newsletters, etc. 


Sunday bulletins - 400 weekly 


Parish letter - 850-900 Cepies - 3 er 4 times per year 


O A M — 


How many church road signs are there? 2 (en eur own 5 acres of 
property) 


XIII. NEIGHBORHOOD OR COMMUNITY 


A. Is this congregation community-minded? Those whe line in this area-yes 


B. Describe the clergy participation in community affairs. 


Recter attends Liens Club; various meetings for community matters 


C. Describe the participation of the congregation in community affairs. 


Offer parish house as needed 


Bleed Bank - once a year Elections - twice a year 
D. Describe the general parish program for the community (including such 


church-sponsored programs as Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, etc.): 


1 Treep Girl Scouts 


1 Treep Bey Scouts 


E. List community organizations using the parish hall and its facilities: 


Liens Club 


4-H Club - program each summer 


Various groups as occasien requires 


Eastern Star - John Bartram H.S. Committee(Alumni) et al 


kazi 


bodies: 


Rector - member - Ministers Associatien — World Day ef Prayer - Annual 


Reformation Sunday Service 


+ Describe the way in which the congregation cooperates with other religious 


XIV. 


PARTICIPATION IN DIOCESAN AND NATIONAL CHURCH PROCRAMS: 
A. What offices do the clergy hold in the diocese, missionary district, or 
National Church? lember- Missiens Committee - Diecese Finance Committee 


Chairman - Convocatien 


ane 


B. What offices do the lay people hold in the diocese, missionary district, 


or National Church? one vestryman - Laymen's Work - Diecese 


C. What diocesan or National Church programs have directly benefited this 
congregation? _ Program ef the Episcepal Churchwemen has benefitted women's 
groups. 


à wemen and Church Scheel 
National program of Mission Study benefitted KAMEHAKAMKEK 


D. Describe the men's participation in diocesan programs: 


— ———— 


E. Describe the women's participation in diocesan programs: 
Wemen ef parish attend D t f s C 


Certain members are Diecesan and National Officers in The Daughters ef &— 


The King 


F. Describe youth participation in diocesan programs: 


. .AXXà 1 Young People's Fellewship member en Diecesan Council 


: E à It has before 
G. Does this congregation pay its full Missionary ¿hare or vuota? (There are no 


quetas as such now) 
H. What percent of the congregation's bulge: does ror missionary work? 20% 


K-28 
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V. STAFF 


A. List all paid personnel working for this congregation, giving title, 
function, and salary, and telling whether full or part-time. 


FULL TIME - RKXXKX Recter ; Parish Worker (Dir. Religieus Educatien, etc.) 


Senior Sexten; Assistant Sexten 


PART TIME - Organist and Cheir Director 


| 


——————————————————————— 


B. Describe the use of volunteer personnel by this congregation. 


Assisting office work 


Miscellanious projects  - Y.P.F. -Rake leaves 


Chancel Guild - House clean the Sanctuary, etc. 


XVI. FUTURE POLICY, PROGRAM, AND BUDGET 


A. 


In adopting a policy for an expanded program for this congregation, 

in order to vitalize its Christian witness to the community; to extend 
its outreach of Christian fellowship to all the unchurched; to in- 
crease initiative and responsibility for all members of the congrega- 
tion; to develop local financial resources with a view towards self- 
support and parochial status (if not already attained); and to further 
other essential advances, what are the immediate needs as to: 


1. Personnel: Kiko Another Clergyman MMMM 
A LLL 
O A e LL LLL 


2. Buildings: Adequate building attached to rear of churdh for 


WA AAA 


Cheir, Vestry, Chancel Gui 


ld, Recter's Stu and Office 


5. Equipment: 
— —— —— — ADU 
What are the major opportunities that face this congregation? 
Grewth in E i = lor) 
week in parish heuse 


mE eR ea 


What are the major problems that face this congregation? 


l-Present rovement of members to subur 


3-Hesitancy of women (e iall; 
meetings etc. 
What program needs seem evident on the basis of this Study? 


FA Jia A AA ee s 
A A AA 


A A AAA A A AAA 


what would be the approximate capital cost to meet these needs? 


oe | AA AA LL 


K-30 


O F. What would be the annual operating budget to maintain the program? 


_—___ al 


G. What steps are now being taken locally to meet these needs and 
opportunities? 


A AAA A RA 
CO AA A s EID 
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H. What steps are now being taken by the diocese or district, or might be 
taken, to assist in meeting these needs and opportunities? 


A AAA aE 
CER EN EE SS D 


RENTEN Mem EE ERES C D DET: 


I. Further data or comment on the general needs and problems of this 
congregation: 


— — — —— — A KA 
PEER SA ER US HR 
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The data in this report were furnished by the following committee: 


e— NAME OCCUPATION NUMBER OF YEARS IN PARISH 
Almest entirely by Miss Elizabeth 
A. Jenks Parish Worker 17 
— — — = ee 
Revd. James C. Gilbert ..' Rector — 23 


Date completed: E: 


12-62 
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REPORTED MEMBERSHIP FROM MAPS 


YA MARINA 


| SCY MAR 


| 

The membership map submitted by this congregation locates 
a total of 1,386 persons who look to St. James' Cnurch of 
Kingsessing for spiritual ministrations. These individuals 
are distributed over a wide area, including 20 persons 
from out of state. 


Further details on the membership distribution pattern 
of this congregation may be obtained from the tables on 
the following pages. The congregation is urged to utilize 
the natural groupings that appear in the distribution as 
shown on the map, in any program aimed at the development 
of area study of fellowship groups. 
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TRIBUTION TABLE 
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MEMBERSHIP DISTRIBUTION TABLE SAR 
PARISH " -— 
cim 7 
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REPORTED MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCTAL DATA FROM JOURNALS 


During the decade between 1950 and 1960, the baptized 
membership of St. James' Church decreased by 7.7%, going 
from 1,490 persons in 1950 to 1,375 in 1960. The decrease 


MHH:st in membership continued to project itself into 1961 and 
PH-55 1962, at which time it appears to have become stablized. 
P.6 The communicant strength likewise decreased by 3.496 


during the same decade, going from 730 communicants 

in 1950 to 705 in 1960. The trend was reversed in 1961 
and has continued on the upswing in 1962 and 1963. 
Church school enrollment followed a pattern similar to 
the baptized membership and communicant strength. In 
the decade between 1950 and 1960, church school- 
enrollment decreased by 12.1%, going from 494 to 

434. Enrollment increased in 1961, but since 1962 it 
has again declined. 


During the three years between 1961 and 1963, 
164 persons were baptized at St. James' Church. These 
individuals constituted 7.4% of the communicant strength 
of the church. For purposes of comparison, the average 
ratio of baptisms to communicant Strength for Philadelphia 
County was 3.7%, while the diocesan ratio was 3.9%. 
In the same three-year period, 106 persons were confirmed, 
and these represented 4.8% of the communicant strength. 
The county average in this category was 3.1%, while the 
diocesan average was 4.1%. 


Total reported expenditures at St. James' Church 
of Kingsessing, amounted to $118,237.00 during the three 
years between 1961 and 1963. Of this amount, $21,111.00, 
or 17.9%, was utilized for purposes beyond the confines 
of the parish. The corresponding average for the county 
was 12.2%, while the average for the diocese was 14.2%. 
Extra-parochial expenditures per communicant during this 
three-year period amounted to $9.49 as compared with 
$9.57 for Philadelphia County and $10.45 for the Diocese 
of Pennsylvania. During the same period, expenditures per 
communicant amounted to $53.14. The corresponding county average 
was $78.57, while the diocesan average was $73.71. 


€ 


VITAL STATISTICS 


SWALI 
Er 


mms ST. JAMES TOWN GSE N G- 
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Po [amo | agus | 1950| 1955| 1760 | 961 


—— 2252 
Baptized 
Members 1,500| 140 | /720| 1400 | /375 | /300 | 100 /200 
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Percentage of 

= 
Expenditures 1 |4747 | 4 1, 18|1£125125; 196148202 26-326 |22.758 
ES. sat 

Expenditures 2 4523| 3,774 |/72525|20,516 123 3| /2,51 tada $2727 
== 
Expenditures 3 296 | 3,196 |4, 76 7420| 7,917) 674% 4 f. 
A aaa aa 
Expenditures 12,188 |21, 090134,167 | 76,25 162.05. 39,296 135388 
FINUM IN RA 

per Communicant | /5-77 | 27.20| 46.12 | 62.49 | 3.02. | 60/8 |.53. 16 | 16/5 


Extra-parochial 
Expenditures per 
Communicant ai L0) F 


9.43 | 10.92 10.22 | 9,21 | 7.40 


1 Includes clergy salary, current expense, pension premium, and Diocesan assessment. 


2 Special parish purposes, including capital expenditures. 


3 Includes Church's Program, special outside. 
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DATA ON THE CONGREGATION 


A total of 783 persons participated in the Episcopal 
Census of this congregation. This number represents too 
small a percentage of the 1,386 persons located on the 
membership map or of the 1,200 baptized included in 
the Journal of the diocese. Consequently,no valid 
analysis can be made of the profile of this congregation 
at this time. The following paragraphs, therefore, 
are intended to highlight the areas of highest response 
on the census. 


A total of 682 individuals is tabulated on the age 
and sex chart of the Episcopal Census. Of this number, 
296 were males and 386 were females. There were 77 children 
under 10 years of age, 106 older children and teen-agers, 
75 adults in their 20's, 65 adults in their 30's, 105 
adults in their 40's, 120 adults in their 50's, 89 adults 
in their 60's, and 45 adults were 70 years of age and 
over. 


There were 737 respondents reporting on their occupations. 
Of this number, 437 were not gainfully employed: 60 were 
pre-students, 147 were students, 177 were housewives, 
50 were retired, and three were unemployed. Of the 
300 gainfully employed persons, craftsmen composed the 
largest group with 100, followed by clerical workers, 
with 86, and by professional people, with 34. 


Of 715 respondents, 707 were baptized and eight 
were not. In addition, 494 were communicants and 221 
were not. This latter group offers much opportunity for 
the extension of evangelism in the congregation's effort 
to involve these individuals in”” the affairs of the church. 


A total of 520 persons reported on their length of 
membership in this congregation. Of this number, 107 
had been members less than five years, 91 had been 
members from five to nine years, 85 had been members 
from 10 to 15 years, 77 had been members from 15 to 
19 years, and 160 had been members 20 years or more. 
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A total of 125 families reported on the number of 
children residing in the home. 51 families had one 
child, 30 families had two children, 33 families had three 
children, seven had four children, and four families had 
four or more children residing in the home. 


There were 457 persons 25 years of age and over 
who reported on their educational status. Of this 
number, 36 were college graduates, 38 had received 
from one to three years of college training, 190 were 
high school graduates, 107 had received from one to three 
years of high school training, 83 had received from five 
to eight years of elementary education, and three had 
received from one to four years of elementary training. 


There were 699 persons who reported on their 
nativity. Of this number, 68 were born in the United 
States and 15 were not. In addition, 614 were natives 
of the State of Pennsylvania. 


A total of 467 respondents indicated their nationality 
background. Of this number, 382 were Anglo-Saxon, 60 
were Northern European, 13 were Southern European, 10 
was Russian-Slavic, and two were Negro. 


Other aspects of the census are summarized in the 
Charts and graphs that appear on the following pages. 
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DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


ST. JAMES' CHURCH OF KINGSESSING, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Historic St. James' Church, erected in 1762, 
is the sixth oldest church building in the city 
of Philadelphia. In 1844, it became the first of 
three Swedish churches in Pennsylvania to affiliate 
formally with the diocese. The church properties 
extend over an entire city square of five acres. 
Included on this site are a church building, parish 
house, rectory, a two-car garage, and a cemetery. 
The Church Self-Study Form notes that some improve- 
ments on the church buildings are necessary. The 
program of insurance coverage, as outlined in the 
Self-Study, appears to be inadequate and it is 
suggested that the vestry of St. James' Church might 
wish to review the present program of coverage in 
an attempt to make it more realistic. 


At the time of the Study, the area ministered 
to by St. James' Church was experiencing shifts in 
population. As a result of these shifts, the member- 
ship of the church is widely dispersed. The member- 
ship map submitted for the Study locates a total of 
1,386 baptized members. Of this number, 701, or 50.4% 
of the mapped membership, reside within the arbitrarily 
assigned parish area. The remaining 49.6% is widely 
distributed. Quite possibly, this pattern of dis- 
tribution might affect the level of attendance at 
services and participation in the various activities 
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of the church, as well as the program of pastoral 
visitation. 


As far as the church's program is concerned, 
some thought should be given to the situation in 
the church school. The Church Self-Study Form 
notes a total enrollment of 344 students and a 
staff of 41. Instruction is provided for both 
children and adults. Teaching aids and other 
supplementary materials are good, with adequate 
training and supervision of teachers available. 

The school's main problems include insufficient 

time for class sessions, and the lack of in- 

dividual classrooms. As far as the duration of 
Class sessions is concerned, attempts should be 

made to have these periods conform as closely as 
possible to the class periods of the public schools, 
which are of approximately 50 to 55 minutes duration. 
Regarding the individual classrooms, some thought 
might be given to the installation of sliding par- 
titions or panels in the auditorium of the parish 
house. If space continues to be a problem, con- 
sideration could also be given to operating the 
church school in two shifts, coinciding somewhat 
with the 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 o'clock a.m. services. 
In addition, an educational building might be in- 
cluded as one of the future projects of the congrega- 
tion. 


Returning once more to the widespread dis- 
tribution of membership, it is observed that the 
adult education program involves approximately 
125 persons. This is not considered to be a fair 
representation, and the present program might be 
reviewed with the aim of extending the level of 
participation by the adults. In this connection, 
some thought could be given to the establishment 
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report. Aside from their use in the adult edu- 
cation Program, these groups might also serve as 
focal points for the extension of stewardship and 
lay evangelism and recruitment. 


At the time of the visitation meeting, some 
concern was voiced over the financial situation 
of this congregation, Statistics submitted for 
this Study showed that of an income of approx- 
imately $42,716.58, only $15,641.87, Or 36.6% of 
the income, is received through Pledges. An 
additional 22.4% is Teceived as a result of special 
Campaigns and fund drives. Further, the average 
pledge Per communicant amounted to $20.58. As a 


congregation of St. James' Church might wish to re- 
consider its Present program of stewardship education. 
It could be that some thought might be given to 
extending the Program on a year-round basis, empha- 
sizing Stewardship of time, talents, and treasure 

as an act of worship and thanksgiving. An effective 


The Church Self-Study Form indicates the need 
for additional clergy. The General Division of Research 
and Field Study concurs with the feeling that ad- 
ditional priestly assistance is necessary at this time, 
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services of another priest should now be obtained. 


In the opinion of the General Division of Research, 
there is a need for a permanent Planning or strategy 
committee to undertake a continuing reevaluation of 
the program of this congregation. This committee 
might consider the areas of the church school, adult 
education, stewardship, lay evangelism, recruitment, 
and youth activities, It must be pointed out that 
this committee's major responsibility will be in the 
Planning and co-ordinating of activities. Other 
groups of concerned, committed, lay people should 
cooperate in the execution of these plans. 


The members of St. James' Church ought to 
be proud of the efforts of their rector, as he 
has borne the major burden of the responsibility 
of leadership and Spiritual guidance for such a 
large and widely distributed congregation. The 
continued effectiveness of the church's ministry 
in this area in the future will depend upon ad- 


